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November 8 Feast of John Duns Scotus 
   He was born in Scotland in 1266 and died at the 
Franciscan School in Cologne in 1308 at the age of 46. 
Scotus lived and studied with Thomas Aquinas and 
Bonaventure. He taught at the Universities of Cambridge, 
Oxford and Paris. Throughout his brief career, Scotus 
worked to put together an overtly Christian perspective on 
the world, the person, and salvation. He consistently 
defends the position wherein the fullest human person as 
rational involves loving in the way God loves, rather than 
knowing the way God knows. Through natural reason we 
can know that God exists, we cannot know by natural 
reason alone what God is really like. This knowledge 
requires divine self- revelation in Scripture. He presents 
the Christian vision of the world as gift from a loving, 
personal God. This Franciscan Spirituality was part of the 
framework of Duns Scotus’ entire life. This reality based 
on love is consistent with Scripture, especially the 
depiction of God as the God of the exodus, the Incarnation 
and the Resurrection. His Spiritual vision as a Franciscan is 
the centrality of beauty, along with the role of love and 
creativity. This is just a little of what I have gleaned from 
the book “Scotus for Dunces” by Mary Beth Ingham. 

Thanksgiving: Living in Appreciation 
   Lord, I thank You for waking me up this morning, for the 
air that I breathe, for the sun that warms me, for the 
earth’s harvest that nourishes me, for the water that 
quenches my thirst, for your words of inspiration, for the 
beauty of music that helps to uplift my soul, and for the 
child whose laughter reminds me to see the lighter side of 
life. I thank you for all the people who cross my path…to 
lend a helping hand, to share a random smile, to inspire 
me by example, or to challenge me to grow. But most of 
all, thank You, Lord, for your wondrous power that feeds 
my soul. Help me to count all my blessings from you each 
and every day. Amen   The Christophers 

Sr Mary Ann Capizzo OSF, Spiritual Assistant 

Meeting the Leper 

Francis, The Journey and the Dream  

By Murray Bodo 

   Francis remembered the first victory of his new heart.  

All his life long he had panicked when he met a person 

with leprosy.  And then one day on the road below 

Assisi, he did one of those surprising things that only 

the power of Jesus' Spirit could explain.  He reached 

out and touched such a one, the very sight of who 

nauseated him.  He felt his knees playing tricks on him, 

and he was afraid he would not make it to the leper 

standing humbly before him.  The odor of rotting flesh 

attacked his senses as if he were smelling with his eyes 

and ears as well. Tears began to slide down his cheeks 

because he thought he wouldn't be able to do it; and as 

he began to lose his composure, he had to literally leap 

at the man before him.  Trembling, he threw his arms 

around the leper's neck and kissed his cheek. 

   Then, like the feeling he remembered when he first 

began to walk, he was happy and confident; he stood 

erect and calm and loved this man in his arms.  He 

wanted to hold him tighter but that would only be to 

satisfy himself now; and he was afraid to lose this 

newfound freedom.  He dropped his arms and smiled, 

and the man's eyes twinkled back their recognition that 

Francis had received more than he had given.  In the 

silence of their gazing, neither man dropped his eyes, 

and Francis marveled that a leper's eyes were 

hypnotically beautiful.   

   What is the connection between the leper and love for 

Francis?  Who or what are the lepers in your life? 

   May you and your families have a Blessed 

Thanksgiving!!   

Janice Rybaski ofs, minister 
 

Prayer for the Dead 

In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers 

and sisters. In this life you embraced them with your 

tender love; deliver them now from every evil and bid 

them eternal rest. The old order has passed away: 

welcome them into paradise, where there will be no 

sorrow, no weeping or pain, but fullness of peace and 

joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 

R/. Amen. 

  

 

 

Please remember  
to pray for our  

deceased members… 

http://www.queenofpeaceregion.org/
http://www.divineoffice.org/


 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St. Otto’s Conference Room – October 9, 2018, 5 PM 

   Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte Van Risseghem, Janet Berendt, Sue Zenzen and 
Sister Mary Ann Capizzo.    Guests:  Tim and Kathy 
Taormina, Regional Visitation Team.  Minster Jan opened 
the meeting with prayers from The Ritual.  Sr. Mary Ann 
shared a reading from “Jesus Calling.”  Tim and Kathy 
reviewed the secretary’s records, the treasurer’s report and 
budget.  They had questions about our apostolate 
activities.  They stated that the minutes printed in The 
Herald and the treasurer’s report should be reviewed and 
approved by all the fraternity members.  They thanked Sr. 
Mary Ann for accepting the position of our Spiritual 
Assistant.  They had positive comments on our records and 
activities.  Suggestion:  consider increasing the stipend to 
Sr. Mary Ann for all her time in preparing for and 
attending meetings.  
   The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and 
approved.   
Treasurer’s report:  Balance 9-11-2018   $1,730.51 
Receipts:  Common fund      $92.00 
                  India family                 8.00 
                  Interest                            .07 
                  Total                       $100.07         $1,830.64 
Disbursements: 
             Sr. Mary Ann             $120.00 (stipend) 
            India family                  100.00 
                   Total                       $220.00 
Ending balance 10-9-2018                          $1,610.64 
   Jan reported that the Oasis Share a Meal went well, 
serving about 60 people.  Thank you to the students of the 
Father Pierz School of Religion and members of our 
fraternity for the food and help.  Closing prayers from The 
Ritual at 6:00 PM. 
   Gathering in St. Otto’s Hearthside Room  6:00 PM 
Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Patty 
Commerford, Elvira Stumpf, Rita Vosen, Pam Geyer, Sue 
Zenzen and Sister Mary Ann Capizzo.  Excused: Karen 
Gross.  Guests; Tim and Kathy Taormina.  Following a pot 
luck meal, 
Tim and Kathy led an opening prayer.  Sr. Mary Ann had 
several readings pertaining to enjoying the beauty of the 
earth. 
   Char read the treasurer’s report. Pam led the Rosary of 
the Seven Sorrows of Mary.  The gospel readings for 
Sunday, Oct. 14 were read and discussed.  Tim and Kathy 
received 4 of our member’s questionnaires and responded 
to one question as to how to recruit new members.  She 
said she doesn’t like the term “recruit” but to invite others 
to a vocation following St. Francis.  Suggestion: Take 
pictures of our apostolate activities and send to the region 
for publication in the Tracings. 
Tim and Kathy led the closing prayers at 8:10 PM.  

Janet Berendt, ofs, secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 

November 2018 
1st-All Saints Day-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-All Souls Day 
3rd-St Martin de Porres 
4th-Daylight Savings Time ends 
6th-Election Day 
10th-St Leo the Great 
12th-Veterans Day 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Rita Vosen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
St Frances Xavier Cabrini 
15th-St Albert the Great 
16th-St Margaret of Scotland, St Gertrude 
17th-St Elizabeth of Hungary 
21st-The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22nd-Thanksgiving Day, St Cecilia 
25th-Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
30th-St Andrew 
December 2018 
2nd-First Sunday of Advent 
8th-Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
profession anniversary-Pam Geyer & Kathy Hoffman Tax 
12th-Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13th-St Lucy 
14th-St John of the Cross 
25th-The Nativity of the Lord 
26th-St Stephen 
27th-St John 
28th-The Holy Innocents 
30th-The Feast of the Holy Family 
 

    
   Saint Lucy of Syracuse, Sicily who died in 
304, was one of the most famous martyrs 
in the Church.  She was of noble Roman 
blood and was arrested as a Christian during 
the reign of Emperor Diocletian who reigned 
from 284 to 305.  She was subjected to 
hideous torments, including burning and 
stabbing.  She is invoked by sufferers of eye 
problems because her name means light, 
and because her eyes were put out by the 
command of a judge or torn out by her own 
hand to discourage a suitor for her hand.  
Her eyes were miraculously restored.  Lucy 
is mentioned in the First Eucharistic Prayer.  
Her relics are preserved in Venice and were 
venerated by Blessed Pope John XXIII (r 
1958-1963) when he served as patriarch of 
Venice, prior to his election as pope.  In 
liturgical art, she is often depicted holding 
her eyes on a plate.  Her feast day is 
December 13th. 

 Saint Lucy, your beautiful name signifies light. By the light of faith 

which God bestowed upon you, increase and preserve this light in my 

soul so that I may avoid evil, be zealous in the performance of good 

works, and abhor nothing so much as the blindness and the darkness 

of evil and of sin. By your intercession with God, obtain for me 

perfect vision for my bodily eyes and the grace to use them for God's 

greater honor and glory and the salvation of all men. Saint Lucy, 

virgin and martyr, hear my prayers and obtain my petitions.     Amen. 

  
 


